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Mission Area Two:  Recreation

The population growth rate of the West affects 
management of the BLM recreation and visitor 
services program. The populations of eight out 
of the twelve Western States have grown over 
50 percent, with the largest growth centered in 
urban areas, and the demand for outdoor recreation 

in the West has increased by 65 percent in the last 
30 years. The extraordinary size of the uniquely 
American public estate, combined with the vast 
diversity of the BLM outdoor recreation setting, 
attracts 56 million visitors annually.

eliminate a serious 
fi re threat to a site 
containing hundreds 
of rock art images 
(petroglyphs). 

More than 260 
regular volunteers 
annually contribute 
an average 10,000–

13,000 hours, effectively doubling BLM staff time with 
an in-kind value of nearly $200,000 per year. These 
volunteer opportunities create the potential for everyone 
to become an advocate for America’s cultural heritage.

Archeological Site Bonanza
Canyon of the Ancients National Monument 

Technically, the Monument has no historic structures. 
However, there are 5,000 documented archaeological 
sites at the Monument, with 20,000 to 30,000 predicted. 
Currently, about 60 sites are regularly monitored by 
volunteer site stewards and BLM staff. Some 3.5 million 
artifacts are curated at the Anasazi Heritage Center 
museum.

The 165,000-acre National Monument in southwestern 
Colorado contains some of the richest, best-preserved 
evidence of Native American culture in the United States. 
Volunteers assist in literally every program and aspect of 
operations at the Monument, including management and 
monitoring of archaeological sites, as well as preparing 
artifacts for storage and research at the museum. Serving 
out on the landscape, volunteer Site Stewards monitor 
cultural resource site conditions. Volunteers assist 
in closing user-made routes through sensitive cultural 
sites, document road conditions, and monitor wilderness 
study areas. Volunteers also cut and pile brush to 

The photos show visitors and volunteers to the Canyon and one of the many historic sites. At bottom right, is Lynn 
Scarlett, Deputy Secretary, with John Nau, Chairman of the Advisory Council on Historic Preservation.




